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Christmas Program on December 12th 

Each year we have our Christmas program on the 
third Sunday in Advent. It is a chance to tell the  
story of Christmas in a new way. This year we will 
look at the Christmas story with special eyes on 
how Mary is involved in the Christmas story. Plan to 
attend worship that day as we include our kids in 
some special roles and hear the story of Christmas 
in a new and meaningful way. 

Advent Begins – Hanging of the 
Greens 

Advent marks the four Sundays   
before Christmas. This year’s      
Advent will once again include the 
Hanging of the Greens. Week one is 
the wreaths, and we begin to light the candles on 
the Advent wreath. Week two marks the arrival of 
the Christmas trees and we will hang the Chris-
mons on them as part of worship. Week three will 
mean the nativity scene is placed in the church but 
with an empty manger as we await the birth of Je-
sus. And then the last Sunday in Advent will be the 
poinsettias. Each week will mean the sanctuary 
gets a bit more prepared for the celebration of 
Christ’s birth at Christmas!  

U-46 White Gifts are Gift Cards for Christmas 

We have done white gifts for homeless and near 
homeless kids in U-46 schools for many years. This 
year we will be doing gift cards since COVID places 
some limits on what is practical. Gift Cards are to 
be for $25 and may be given by either purchasing 
the cards and bringing them to the church or by do-
nating $25 for each card you want to donate and 
then someone will get the cards in a batch at the 
end. Do whichever you prefer! We plan to donate 
50 cards, so everyone needs to chip in. Cards from 
Meijer, Target or Walmart are preferred stores so 
parents can use the cards to get gifts for their kids. 
Or you may get $25 cards for fast food places, mov-
ies, or something else if you want. If you have ques-
tions, you can ask Gudrun Dorgan. Deadline is 
Sunday, December 5th so get started soon! Thanks!  

Wednesdays in Advent 

This year we will have special midweek Advent   
activity. We will be online using Zoom and sharing 
the evenings with the people of Holy Trinity as well. 
Our themes will be based on devotions in the ELCA 
World Hunger Advent devotional. A copy will be 
available for every family in the congregation for 
use during Advent.  

Livestream Worship Begins! 

Starting in Advent we will be moving 
from Facebook Premier at 9:30 to 
Facebook Live and streaming our 
10:45 worship service live. A team have been  
working on tech needs and are learning to use the 
equipment. It will be a gradual unveiling – adding 
features each week. Watch for the changes and we 
hope you like being a part of worship as it happens!  

Christmas Caroling and Living Nativity 

We will be holding an outdoor 
Christmas Caroling event at 5:40 
PM. on Christmas Eve,  following 
the earlier Christmas service.  As 
part of that, we will have a Living 
Nativity under the pergola to add 
to the ambiance of the evening.  
This will be very simple--those        participating will 
simply stand in their place, wearing a hat or similar 
costume, while we all sing       Christmas carols.  
We are looking for children and adults who would 
be interested in participating as shepherds, wise 
men, angels, and animals.  We are reaching out to 
families to represent the Holy     Family. If you are 
interested in participating in any of these roles, or 
have any questions, please contact Rebecca at Re-
beccaRizz@gmail.com or 847-373-1402. 

Praise Team 

Praise Team rehearsals will be starting 
in December!  If you like to sing, please 
come join us!  No experience           
necessary. 1st practice will be Wednesday,         
December 1st at 6 PM in the sanctuary.  
We'd love to see you! 

mailto:zionelgin@yahoo.com


Annual Meeting Outcomes  

At our congregation’s annual meeting we took the 

following actions: 

 Memorial Committee: Elected Rebecca Rizzo to 

a three-year term. 

 Church Council: Elected Tim Wargo as vice-

president, Sam Ehreth and Tibor Kovari to two-

year at large terms, and Dani Dean to a one-

year at large term. 

 Approved the budget for 2022. 

Following the meeting we had a Thanksgiving wor-

ship service and gave thanks to God for the many 

blessings God has showered down upon us. 
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Christmas Eve Schedule 

This year we are planning our two Christmas Eve 
services to be in the sanctuary after not being able 
to do so last year due to the pandemic. We will still 
be following protocols for the current state of 
things, but worship is planned at two times: 

 5:00 PM – Family worship with carol singing to 
follow in the churchyard. We will gather in the 
sanctuary for a message and communion and 
then head outside to the churchyard to sing 
Christmas carols together. Carol singing should 
start about 5:40 after we head out from worship 
and will include a living nativity scene.  

 10:30 PM – Traditional late-night worship with 
candle lighting. We will celebrate the birth of 
Christ and share in holy communion. The ser-
vice will end with the singing of “Silent Night” 
and the traditional candle lighting.  

Thanks to Outgoing Council Members 

Once again, our church council has done 
a lot of work and we have been blessed to 
have the leaders we have had.  
Outgoing members of council are Richard 
Fellows, Gudrun Dorgan and Catherine 
O’Connell. Thanks for your service and leadership 
for the congregation.  

Year End Giving  

December is the end of another year. 

We want to say “thank you” for your 

giving and your faithful commitment to 

the ministry of Zion. Without your 

faithful stewardship we would not have the kind of 

resources to do the work of Christ in so many 

ways. If you’d like to make a year-end gift that will 

be included in your 2021 giving, please be sure to 

donate before December 31st. Again – thanks for 

investing in Zion!  

Zion Book Club 

We decided not to meet in December 
because it's a busy time of year and 
also because we may have difficulty 
getting enough copies of the book for     
December. We will meet January 20, 
2022 at 6 pm at Zion.  
We will read the book Dear Mrs. Bird 
by A.J. Pearce. All are welcome even if you haven't  
finished or even started the book. It's great           
fellowship and that always warms my soul. 

Giving Campaign 

A big thank you to all of you who prayed about your 
giving and set a goal for yourselves for 2022.  
Studies show that people who reflect and pray, in-
tentionally stretch, and then share their goals with 
others are most likely to succeed. So those of you 
who did this spiritual practice will hopefully find it to 
have been helpful and will also be able to rejoice in 
the growth as well. Thanks! 

Blue Christmas 

For many the holidays are not 

just a joyful time but also a time 

of struggle as they miss loved 

ones who have died, deal with 

loneliness or have other memories that make     

holidays hard. So on the longest night of the year 

(Dec. 21st) Zion and Holy Trinity will join together 

for an online and on the radio service for "Blue 

Christmas." The service will be online on YouTube 

and also on WRMN radio at 6:00 PM that day. All 

are invited to a meaningful time of worship and you 

may want to share this with others you know who 

find the holidays hard. 
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O’Connell 50th Anniversary on December 28th 

Catherine and Harold O’Connell are 

planning to celebrate their 50th      

wedding anniversary with a          

communion service at 11:00 AM     

followed by a luncheon in the          

fellowship hall. The event is a celebration of God’s 

blessings in their life, and they want to share it with 

other in the church. If you would like to come, 

please RSVP to Catherine and Harold by emailing 

Catherine at momcath@aol.com so they can plan 

accordingly. 

Congratulations to Harold and Catherine!  

Send a Card to Offer Support 

Robin Honaker’s son is currently in a detention cen-

ter in Canton, GA.  He is months away from dis-

charge and is planning to relocate to Elgin where he 

will be joining Robin.  He has grown in his faith dur-

ing this time, leads prayer calls and bible study with 

several of the other men in the center.  Please re-

member William by sending him a Christmas card or 

letter and words of encouragement.  His address is:  

William Honaker, Cherokee County Adult Detention 

Center, 498 Chattin Dr., Canton, GA 30115.  

Save the Date!  

Right now, we're all getting ready 
for Christmas, but the Kane County 
Cougars are already looking ahead 
to baseball season.  We will be     
attending our annual game on      
Friday, June 10, 2022.  More details will be coming 
as we get closer to the game (look for updates in 
April or so), but I wanted to let you know so you 
can get this on your calendars if interested. If you 
have any questions, reach out to Rebecca Rizzo 

Letter from the Garcia Family 

Dear Zion Family, 

During this season of thanksgiving, we find         

ourselves especially and deeply grateful for you, our 

church family. Thank you for loving us, praying for 

us, and feeding us over the past eight weeks as 

Mandy has recovered from surgery and we've     

adjusted to becoming a family of four. Because of 

your kindness and generosity, we have been    

nourished not only by meals from many talented 

chefs, but by all kinds of support as we've           

welcomed our second pandemic baby. 

You have been the hands and feet of Jesus, and we 

thank you, and him, for that unforgettable blessing. 

All our love, 

Dan, Mandy, Isaac, and Alma 

Garcia  

Zion has received the following thank you 

notes 

From PADS of Elgin,  

Thank you for your generous donation of $125 to 

PADS of Elgin.  Because of your support, we will 

be able to continue to provide our guests a safe 

place to sleep, food, clothing, coats, shoes, a hot 

shower, and laundry facilities.  We will also provide 

comprehensive case management services that 

assists with finding employment, financial planning 

and if necessary, referrals to mental health or sub-

stance abuse counseling.  Our shelter is open 365 

days per year…All of us at PADS of Elgin truly ap-

preciate your support.  Thank you again for helping 

us to provide a lifeline to the homeless in our com-

munity.  

 

From Kid’s Hope USA 

Thank you for your generosity.  We are grateful for 

your recent gift of $500.00 to Kids Hope USA!  This 

support makes a direct impact on our programs 

and in the lives of thousands of students and men-

tors as they come together each week to develop 

and nurture life-changing relationships…Together, 

we are impacting the lives of students who need it 

most.  



Lessons and Verse of the Month 

Dec 5 – Advent 2 
Hanging of the Greens – The Trees 
Advent Candle - Peace 
Theme: God brings life out of death 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
John 11:17-27 
 
Dec 12 – Advent 3 
(Christmas Program focus on Mary) 
Advent Candle - Joy 
Hanging of the Greens – The Nativity 
Theme: God’s Word always bears fruit 
Isaiah 55:1-13 
John 4:7-15 
 
Dec 19 – Advent 4 
Advent Candle - Love 
Hanging of the Greens – The poinsettias 
Theme: The promise of a new beginning 
Micah 5:2-5a 
John 5:19-24 
 
Dec 24 
Theme: Salvation comes from humble beginnings 
Luke 2:1-14; 15-20 
Psalm 96 
 
Dec. 26 
Theme: The incarnation – now God is one of us 
John 1:1-18 
Psalm 130 
 
VERSE OF THE MONTH: 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; (Isaiah 55:6)  
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Praise Team Rehearsal—December 1 

Christmas Program—December 12 

Blue Christmas—December 21 

Christmas Eve Services —December 24 

Caroling and Living Nativity—December 24 

Thank You For Your Offerings! 

We are thankful that the people of 
Zion are so committed to this place 
doing God’s work and doing it well. You are all    
doing amazing work and you need to hear a big 
“well done good and faithful servants!” As you know, 
it is helping Zion participate in God’s work. 

Upcoming Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to our friends with upcoming     
birthdays! If you have an upcoming birthday and are 
not on this list, please email Allison in the office at                       
zionelgin@yahoo.com.Thanks! 

Allison Mikyska – December 1 
Dennis W. Matchinski – December 2 
Jaxon Streadwick – December 2 
Stefany Herrmann – December 2 
Ethan Villarreal – December 4 
Anna Flores – December 5 
Carol Stock – December 9 
Joyce Stoffregen – December 11 
Marj Matchinski – December 12 
Jeff Grosser – December 13 
Brenden Villarreal – December 13 
Jayme Matchinski – December 15 
Spencer Pierson – December 15 
Chris Wargo – December 20 
Ellie Ball – December 23 
Liz Denman – December 24 
Ricardo Villarreal – December 30 
Joann Hartmann – December 31 
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